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The Better World Forum (MBWF) plans to honour heroine Dr Amani Ballour and Film Director 
Feras Fayyad for their courageous ans inspiring contribution to humanity in person.  
 
Content of release: 
The story of Feras Fayyad’s Oscar-nominated film “The Cave” is a personal testimony that illuminates 
that, despite pain and despair, a young heroic woman was able to embody a ray of hope in the darkness 
of a sub-terrain hospital. With limited training, the paediatrician Dr. Amani Ballour managed a large 
medical staff including several female doctors and nurses, whom she encouraged to embrace positions of 
power and defy gender biases and misogyny. While the “White Helmets,” winners of the 2016 Alternative 
Peace Prize, were recovering the injured from debris and rubble of destroyed homes and existences, 
female doctors in white coats were tending to the wounded in the harshest possible conditions. In doing 
so, these doctors were safeguarding those who will rebuild destroyed homes and existences in the future 
to come. These “White Coats” were supported, mentored, and led by Dr. Amani Ballour. 
 
Dr. Amani Ballour’s true life story has been told by the talented, courageous award-winning Syrian film 
director, Feras Fayyad, who was himself imprisoned and tortured during the conflict. We believe Feras 
has taken filmmaking to the next level, successfully speaking truth to power on screen so that we as the 
general public do not become numb to the unfathomable destruction and horrendous warfare in Syria. 
The Cave has been co-produced by National Geographic Documentary Films and Danish Documentary 
(Producers Sigrid Dyekjær and Kirstine Barfod) 
 
MBWF commends the films ambition to raise socio-political awareness and generate policy impact in 
partnership with Think-Film Impact Production. True impact that goes beyond screening rooms, so that Dr 
Amani Ballour and so many other innocent victims like her have their voices heard and considered. 
 
Quote from Manuel Collas de la Roche: 
We organize high-end advocacy events to award movies like "The Cave". This year we are supporting 
associations or Foundations like the King Baudouin's Foundation that will help people in these countries 
at war. 


